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Sustainability, ethics and climate change

Jose Luis Sanchez Garcia
Catholic University of Valencia, Spain

I n this conference, we seek to address the phenomenon of climate change and its repercussions from the eld of anthropolog
in order to propose a sustainability ethics that we believe to be decisive. For an extension of the general perspective on sucl
complex phenomenon, we think that the contribution of stratigraphic research should not be overlooked, as it observes, from a
geological scope, the succession of variations in the climatic conditions that have taken place in our planet along its long histor
of 4.6 billion years. Both the stratigraphic and the fossil records provide evidence of major climatic changes taking place in ou
planet in the past. In the present change, an endogenous multifactorial causality seems to converge with speci ¢ anthropogeni
factors. We therefore agree on the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHGS). Since some environmentalist vie
exclude the human being in their consideration of the ecosystem, and if anything they accommodate man in their approache:
as a variable always distorting and deteriorating the environment, we believe that a fundamental rethinking of the question
is needed from the perspective of an integral environmentalism. Our position does not exclude the human being from this
multifactorial equation, but also considers man as the fundamental, modi able variable in that process. We thus consider the
environmental problem in the broader framework of integral ecology, where the human being takes a central place, understooc
as a free person and a moral subject, responsible for his actions and a key element in any consideration and review of tl
process. In this context, the concept of sustainability emerges as a key concept, a concept that must guide human action, a
from which it is possible to appeal to the ethical and ecological responsibility of the human being. Man is called to do right in
all orders. When he does not respect this orientation, so implicitly embedded in his own conscience, he becomes denature
and su ers the consequences in himself and in the environment where he lives. We believe that it is a priority to seek the
foundations of the existence of God, analyzing the theistic theory, a foundation of sustainability for the good of man himself
and the planet.
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