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\gctu�� yKR� Kcf� dggp� tghgttgf� d\� YctkRwu� KgcnvK� ectg� rtRYkfgtu� hRt� gYcnwcvkRp� Rh� rRuv�vtcwocvke� N%R��$nn� rcvkgpvu�underwent plain radiographs and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the lumbosacral spine, which showed various degrees of intervertebral disc displacements.   

EMG examinations were performed from two to six months following the onset of LBP.  None of the patients had 
prior LBP or injury. The patients were categorized into three groups:  1) LBP confined to the lower back or extending to the buttocks or hips (60 patients); 2) LBP associated with unilateral or bilateral sensory symptoms in the thighs or legs, and sometimes the feet, without NSDs (50 patients), and; 3) LBP associated with NSDs in the lower limb, unilaterally or bilaterally (40 patients).

Results: The EMG èe_⠀　⨀圀䬀刀堀圀̀ 桥牮楡瑥搠摩獣⸀䍯湣汵獩潮㨠
patients—with or without MRI findings—is debatable, especially if the main disabling symptom is LBP. This study underscores the importance of a good history and a meticulous physical examination to maximize the value of EMG, and to bring awareness to some health care providers that EMG cannot assess low back pain directly, and it only 
reflects the abnormalities in the motor unit components of the spinal nerve roots.
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LBP were reviewed. These patients were selected from a group of 
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examinations, as in our Group 2 patients, requires elucidation. Some 
of our patients with this type of clinical presentation in the cervical 
and lumbar spine had been involved in motor vehicle or work-related 
accidents. Some patients reported an intermittent vague numb-like and 
cool sensation and sometimes red discoloration or pallor in the affected 
extremity without allodynia (personal observation by the authors). 
Such symptoms are likely generated through the sympathetic nerve 
components of the SVN, which originate from the rami communicants' 
and provide the afferent pathways of discogenic low back pain. In such 
cases, thermal imaging (also known as thermography), a non-invasive 
but non-localizing procedure, albeit controversial, can be useful in 
demonstrating the effect of sympathetic nerve dysfunction in the upper 
and lower extremities [18]. This procedure was not performed in our 
study.

Our study had limitations. It was a retrospective study, and the 
number of patients included was small; hence, our findings should 
be considered with caution. Moreover, the patients in Group 1 and 
2 patients with HD's, if followed for an extended period, might have 
developed clinical and EMG signs of nerve root impingement as the 
and lo8ts. Some plreans.of t5(cisEMG0.6(b. Long- num extend-093evalur Group )0.5(fdy.)Tj
0.147 ww T*
w T*
ed )0.033 Tp 
and lo7sidered wih origie stress ts. Some gementej
0.149ed 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.spinee.2007.10.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.spinee.2007.10.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2011-200731
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2011-200731
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2011-200731
doi: 10.1097/BRS.0b013e318241e5de
doi: 10.1097/BRS.0b013e318241e5de
doi: 10.1097/BRS.0b013e318241e5de
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.21180
https://dx.doi.org/10.4103%2F2152-7806.163816
https://dx.doi.org/10.4103%2F2152-7806.163816
https://dx.doi.org/10.1136%2Fjnnp.23.4.321
https://dx.doi.org/10.1136%2Fjnnp.23.4.321
https://dx.doi.org/10.1136%2Fjnnp.23.4.321
https://doi.org/10.1302/0301-620X.89B9.18939
https://doi.org/10.1302/0301-620X.89B9.18939
https://doi.org/10.1002/aja.1001880307
https://doi.org/10.1002/aja.1001880307
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00276-002-0084-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00276-002-0084-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00276-002-0084-8
https://doi.org/10.1097/00007611-199702000-00008
https://doi.org/10.1097/00007611-199702000-00008
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.10315
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.10315
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.10315
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.25421
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.25421
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.21111
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.21111
https://doi.org/10.1002/mus.21111
doi: 10.1097/01.brs.0000188400.11490.5f
doi: 10.1097/01.brs.0000188400.11490.5f
doi: 10.1097/01.brs.0000188400.11490.5f
https://europepmc.org/article/med/7235895
https://europepmc.org/article/med/7235895
https://europepmc.org/article/med/7235895
http://www.eleetephysicians.com/articles/Neuromuscular Thermography  An Analysis of Criticisms.pdf
http://www.eleetephysicians.com/articles/Neuromuscular Thermography  An Analysis of Criticisms.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/0021-9290(96)00023-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/0021-9290(96)00023-1
https://europepmc.org/article/med/9020216
https://europepmc.org/article/med/9020216
https://europepmc.org/article/med/9020216
doi: 10.2106/JBJS.E.01411
doi: 10.2106/JBJS.E.01411
doi: 10.2106/JBJS.E.00880
doi: 10.2106/JBJS.E.00880
doi: 10.2106/JBJS.E.00880

	Title
	Corresponding author
	Abstract
	Keywords
	Introduction
	Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgments 
	Table 1
	References

