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Introduction
Due to the ongoing growth of global industrialization, particularly 

those sectors involved in mining, metal processing and smelting, 
chemical production, and factory emissions, heavy metal pollution has 
become a significant environmental issue in many parts of the world. 
Cadmium (Cd), plumbum (Pb), chromium (Cr), mercury (Hg), and 
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metals and its method of action by infecting. Several investigations 
have reported the toxicity of heavy metals and its mode of action 
through infection of larval or cell lines. It is still unclear, though, if 
silkworms have the metallothionein gene and how to improve the 
insect's tolerance to heavy metals [5, 6].

In this study, the frequently utilised silkworm strain Dazao was 
examined. At 27 °C, fresh mulberry was fed to the larvae. We employed 
the silkworm cell lines BmE and Sid1, the former of which was derived 
from the ovary and the later from the embryo. BmE cells were grown 
in a culture dish containing 10% foetal bovine serum, penicillin/
streptomycin, and Grace medium at a temperature of 27 °C. In IPL-41 
media with 10% foetal bovine serum, Sid1 cells were grown. The State 
Key Laboratory of Silkworm Genome Biology provided them both. 
We provided mulberry leaves steeped in 80 mg/kg CdCl2 solution or 
ddH2O to larvae on day two of the fifth instar to investigate the harmful 
mechanism of Cd on silkworms. Larvae exposed to Cd showed definite 
toxic effects two days later. Compared to larvae fed with leaves steeped 
in ddH2O, those exposed to Cd two days later displayed evident toxic 
signs as developmental delay, sluggishness, decreased appetite, and 
epidermal shrinking. Each larval midgut was gathered in order to learn 
more about the underlying mechanisms of Cd poisoning [7, 8].

Discussion
Through the entire food chain, heavy metal is a significant 

environmental stressor that has an impact on agricultural performance. 
The soil-mulberry-silkworm system causes heavy metal poisoning in 
silkworms, an important commercial insect (Jiang et al., 2020). This 
toxicity prevents larval growth and development, which lowers the 
quantity and calibre of silkworm cocoons produced. We chose Cd, the 
most prevalent soil contaminant in China, for this investigation [9].

Conclusion
The transcriptome analysis utilised in this study helped researchers 

understand how Cd exposure affected the B. mori midgut. The 
findings revealed that Cd toxicity involves endocytosis, oxidative 
phosphorylation, and the MAPK pathways. Additionally, we discovered 
a brand-new metallothionein in silkworms that enhances the tolerance 
to heavy metals in B. mori cell lines and E. coli. In addition, transgenic 
silkworms overexpressing metallothionein reduced the death of larvae 
exposed to Cd [10].
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