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Abstract:
The development of new plant varieties is a long and te-
dious process involving the generation of large seedling 
populations for the selection of the best individuals. 
While the ability of breeders to generate large popula-
tions is almost unlimited, the management, phenotyping 
(genetic studies) and selection of these seedlings are the 
main factors limiting the generation of new cultivars. 
Genomic (DNA) studies for the development of mark-
er-assisted selection (MAS) strategies are particularly 
useful when the evaluation of the character is expensive, 
time-consuming or with long juvenile periods. More re-
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