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material for IHC staining. e accuracy of primary diagnosis was
rechecked blindly by two expert pathologists, considering clinical and
radiological evaluation. e diagnosis was according to 2004 WHO
criteria. Total number of 19 carcinoid (5 of which had following resection
performed in this center) tumors and 17 SCNETs were treated to
inactivate endogenous peroxidase and stained with monoclonal, ready
to use CD117, Ki67 and Bcl-2 antibodies (Novocastra Laboratories,
Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom). e external control tissue
stained for CD117 was gastrointestinal stromal tumor while tonsillar
lymphoid tissue was considered for Ki67 and Bcl2. e intensity of
CD117, Bcl-2 and Ki67 staining was compared with background mast
cells, lymphocytes and respiratory epithelium basal cells respectively
and graded as null, 0.5 and 1. For harmonization purposes this grade
was taken into account when assessing the percentage of stained
neoplastic cells by multiplying the grade number and the percentage
and reporting a Staining Index (SI). For Bcl-2 (nuclear) and CD117
(cytoplasmic/membranous), a SI of less than 26 was negative, while
both 26-75 (weak) and above 75 (strong) were considered as positive.
As for Ki67 (nuclear), a Sl of less than 6 was negative while both 6-20
(weak) and above 20 (strong) were interpreted as positive. Two expert
pathologists blindly evaluated the staining index of every case.
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available through the corresponding author on reasonable request.

Ethical approval and consent to participate

J Cancer Diagn, an open access journal Volume 6 ¢ Issue 3 * 1000145


https://www.clinicaloncologyonline.net/article/S0936-6555(15)00099-0/fulltext
https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/4/3/777
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fonc.2017.00119/full
https://www.jto.org/article/S1556-0864(16)33515-8/fulltext
https://www.jto.org/article/S1556-0864(16)33515-8/fulltext
https://www.jto.org/article/S1556-0864(16)33515-8/fulltext
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0037198X05000039?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0037198X05000039?via%3Dihub
https://www.jto.org/article/S1556-0864(15)33571-1/fulltext
https://www.jto.org/article/S1556-0864(15)33571-1/fulltext
https://journals.lww.com/ajsp/Abstract/2014/10000/Interobserver_Variability_for_the_WHO.14.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ajsp/Abstract/2014/10000/Interobserver_Variability_for_the_WHO.14.aspx
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00428-013-1408-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00428-013-1408-2
https://erc.bioscientifica.com/view/journals/erc/21/1/1.xml
https://erc.bioscientifica.com/view/journals/erc/21/1/1.xml
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/8490236_Expression_and_Mutational_Status_of_c-kit_in_Small-Cell_Lung_Cancer_Prognostic_Relevance
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/8490236_Expression_and_Mutational_Status_of_c-kit_in_Small-Cell_Lung_Cancer_Prognostic_Relevance
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0046817702001831?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0046817702001831?via%3Dihub
https://www.oncotarget.com/article/3992/text/
https://www.oncotarget.com/article/3992/text/
https://journals.lww.com/appliedimmunohist/Abstract/2007/12000/Coexpression_of_c_kit_and_bcl_2_in_Small_Cell.7.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/appliedimmunohist/Abstract/2007/12000/Coexpression_of_c_kit_and_bcl_2_in_Small_Cell.7.aspx
https://www.lungcancerjournal.info/article/S0169-5002(03)00034-5/fulltext
https://www.lungcancerjournal.info/article/S0169-5002(03)00034-5/fulltext
https://www.lungcancerjournal.info/article/S0169-5002(03)00034-5/fulltext
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00428-004-1106-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00428-004-1106-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00428-004-1106-1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ijc.20252
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ijc.20252
https://www.nature.com/articles/3880883
https://www.nature.com/articles/3880883
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13277-010-0104-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13277-010-0104-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13277-010-0104-y

	Title
	Corresponding author
	Abstract 

