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us, most studies employ items on selected attitudinal issues that
are presented as open- or close-ended questions asking peoples’
evaluation of issues in positive/negative or a ective (like/dislike) scales
However, the theory of reasoned action (TRA) states that behavior is
determined by the intention to perform the behavior [16]. A person’s
intention is in turn a function of his attitude toward performing the
behavior and of his subjective norm. It follows thus that a single act
is predictable from the attitude toward that act provided that there
is a high correlation between intention and behavior. Besides for a
reliable prediction of behavior from attitude, the two must correspond
in terms of four important elements— the action, the target, context,
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P ima"y d3 a colleg iont echni s¢ and ool adog ed

Both primary and secondary source of data were used for this
study. Semi-structured questionnaire was administered to household
heads or their spouses by trained enumerators. e questionnaires
elicited information on households’ demographics, socio-economic
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proportion of landless and poor women headed households and also
the high natural forest coverage in Chilimo and Goban that relied on
the forest to bridge the gap between household need and available crops
during the latent period (p=0.02). Wild Fruits and green leaves were in
some cases and households dietary supplements, and green leaves were
used and medicine in some cases [55]. Fiber were used for handicra |,
and its use did not di er between villages (p=0.42).

Pé’ ceg ion of local comm i ig1 ° a' d 1t heg ignifcance of
1 he fo' ¢t

e study showed that 37.25% (n=99) of the interviewed people
perceived that the forest as a source of rain and water; habitat for
various wildlife and biodiversity; and as a resource for maintaining
the fertility of the land, and therefore deserves sustainable stewardship
by the stakeholders especially by the local communities (Table 4).
Importantly, the percentage of people who thought that the forest
deserves careful stewardship was statistically di erent among the four
villages (p=0.02). e respondents who perceived the protective use
of the forest were mainly age-honored (> 61 years old) (p=0.04). e
old respondents and the more educated people were generally more
aware about the ecosystem function of the forest and were concerned
about the consequences of completely deforestation and degradation
of the forest [55-58]. Of the interviewed local residents, 58% (n=154)
perceived the forest as an important source of supplementary income,
and of these, majority (64%) were young and middle aged men who
depended entirely on agriculture plus some cash from the forest
resources. Less than ve percent of the respondents (n=12) claimed that
the forest did not have any importance regardless of protection.

e di erence in perception between villages was statistically
signi cant (x2=10.12, df=4, p=0.02).

Pel cept ion of local { eoy let e a’ dt he Chilimo-Gaji fo' ¢
cony e"‘ . 3 ion

e majority of the respondents (94.925%) agreed that the forest

area had improved and 69.725% agreed that the improvement of the
forest condition had a positive impact on their livelihood. Regardless
of the 4p,,5 and socio-economic characteristics, 68.125% people
were in favor of conservation of the forest, and 92% agreed that it
was the local community’s responsibility to safeguard the forest in
their surroundings [59-61]. Nevertheless, as illustrated in Table 5, the
number of responders that agreed or disagreed about the forest resource
accesses restriction measure was signi cantly di erent between villages
(p=0.04), 40% and 28% of the respondents from the Dano Sengota and
Chilimo, respectively did not favor the implementation of restrictive
measures toward the access to forest resources, while 81 and 76.5%
of the respondents from Galessa and Goban , respectively, indicated
that implementing restrictive measures was necessary to sustain the
resources. is di erence in perception can be explained by the fact
that the local people in Dano Sengota and Chilimo had less diversi ed
sources of income, and therefore the forest played a considerable role
in the livelihood of these residents, either from direct resources, such as
fuelwood sell logging or, from extraction of NTFPs [62-64].

Attitudinal surveys have been used in many countries to assess
the success of a conservation program [17] and it is hypothesized
that a high percentage of local residents having positive attitudes
toward conservation indicates forest conservation success. According
to the forest management contract implemented between the local
communities and forest administration the extraction of timber and
poles was no longer free of charge, and user fees were xed for each
amount of resource taken. Regarding this, 36% of the total respondents
disagreed with the application of a forest resource gathering fee;
however, the number of respondents against this policy was signi cantly
higher in Goban than Chilimo (44 and 36%, respectively; p=0.04).

ese people suggested that xing the quantity of resources that can
be harvested within a given period should already be su cient as a
restrictive measure without including extraction fees. ey claimed
that this practice gives more rights to the people that are able to pay the
extraction fee and allows them to take more resources than the people
who cannota ord this fee, thereby creating unequal access rights.
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opportunity for the improvement in the socioeconomic conditions of
the local community and for natural resource conservation. Although,
the project was implemented through community groups, the
representation of poor households in the groups was negligible. is

nding together with the project’s inability to address disadvantaged
groups’ problems led to an exclusion of disadvantaged households from
most of the bene ts provided by the PFM.

Local 3 § fag ion ih PFMsy & em

Among the surveyed local residents, 22.2% of the respondents
claimed not satis ed with the rights provided to them by the forest user
and emphasized that the period of time that they were allowed to collect
resources was very limited (Table 5). e local people in the study area
shared the same opinion about the low level of involvement of local
people in the decision making process regarding the forest (p=0.08),
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all other demographic and socio economic characteristics of the
households did not signi cantly in uence their decisions to participate
in the management of Chilimo-Gaji PFM system. e results show that
the model predictions are correct 91.60% of the time indicating that
the explanatory variables can be used to specify the dependent variable,
in discrete terms (1,0), with a high degree of accuracy [15]. However,
Odds ratios for these variables indicate little change in the likelihood of
participation in forest management.

Concl giory and Polig, Imy licy iony

is study provided an insight into the perceptions of local
communities about the existing management models in the Chilimo-
Gaji forest. is study attempted to explore how the socioeconomic
factors, the perception regarding the forest and the forest resources, and
the reception of bene tscan in uence the attitude and the perceptions
of the local people toward forest management practices. e di erence
of perception is rst determined by the dependency on the forest
resources and then by the reception or not of individual bene t from
the project. Most of the respondents were aware of the conservation of
Chilimo-Gaji forest, and more than half agreed with the necessity for
conserving the forest; however, being well aware of and in agreement
with the necessity of conserving the forest did not necessarily generate a
positive attitude towards the forest conservation project [46]. It is clear
that the bene ts from the project are lopsidedly distributed, and that
this inequality is recognized by the local people and in uences their
W 9ositi4nd nositie
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