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Abstract
In the United States, approximately 10% of the population is thought to be Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

and Queer (LGBTQ). However, because LGBTQ categories are not included on the census forms in the United States 
or Canada, population statistics are inaccurate. Through television specials, autobiographies, and news broadcasts, 
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people reported delaying medical care out of fear of discrimination. 
Similarly, a Canadian study found that 21% of LGBTQ people avoid 
emergency rooms out of fear of being discriminated against because 
of their sexual orientation. This population experiences worse health 
outcomes as a result of such postponements and avoidances.

Discussion
This pilot study used a descriptive design to find out how prepared 

ASN faculty are to teach LGBTQ healthcare. Prior to beginning 
the study, the Principal Investigators (PIs) received approval from 
the University Institutional Review Board (IRB). The principal 
investigators conducted an online search to locate Associate of Science 
in Nursing (ASN) programs in five states in the southeast. In the initial 
phase of the study, fifty-eight programs were identified as sources 
for nursing faculty participants. The websites of each school were 
examined for program administrators' contact information. The online 
survey platform Qualtrics was used to conduct the study survey. An 
email with the purpose of the study, a link to the survey, and a request 
that they share the survey with all faculty in their ASN program was 
sent to administrators (directors, deans, and chairs) of ASN programs 
in Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, and Tennessee. A consent 
form informed respondents that their participation in the survey was 
entirely up to them, that their responses would remain anonymous, 
and that they could withdraw at any time if they felt uneasy with the 
questions.

Conclusion
Participants in the survey were not compensated for their 

participation. Three additional emails were sent following the initial 
email to encourage nursing administrators to share the survey. Between 
September 1 and November 30, data were gathered. A developed survey 
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