
http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2168-9717.1000162


http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2168-9717.1000162


Citation: Nadi R, Soite W, Tafahomi R (2016) Dehistoricisation the Urban Landscape through Transition of the Enclosure Ratio in Urban Fabric of 
Gonabad City in Iran. J Archit Eng Tech 5: 162. doi:10.4172/2168-9717.1000162

http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2168-9717.1000162


http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2168-9717.1000162


Citation: Nadi R, Soite W, Tafahomi R (2016) Dehistoricisation the Urban Landscape through Transition of the Enclosure Ratio in Urban Fabric of 
Gonabad City in Iran. J Archit Eng Tech 5: 162. doi:10.4172/2168-9717.1000162

Page 5 of 6

Volume 5 • Issue 2 • 1000162
J Archit Eng Tech
ISSN: 2168-9717   JAET, an open access journal 

enclosure proportions in the terms of height around (a=4/1-1/1) scale 
ratio in the historical part, however, in the transitional parts just some 
supper-scale buildings have role to form enclosure such as mosques, 
Bazar, and schools. 

Frequencies of proportion: repeating of enclosure creates organic, 
characterised, and unique form with physical components and 
compounds in historical parts of the city. This rhythm and harmony of 
mass-space proportions produce flexible form due to plots, buildings, 
and alleys that this integration highlights the historical area among other 
cities in the region. This can be observed that there are complexities 
and diversity landscape forms based on non-geometric form and 
complete enclosure ratio, however, in the edges of the historical and in 
transitional parts can be less recognized this specification in the urban 
forms. 

Hierarchy in the ratio: Enclosure with different homogenous 
scales and proportions can be produced specific landscape form as 
substantive character based on the hierarchy and rhythm in enclosure 
ratio. Indeed, hierarchy and spatial proportion in the landscape, form, 
and enclosure ratio can be observed in the historical areas which, this 
creates harmony, unity, consistency in urban landscape. 

Lifestyle activities: Enclosure form most adapts form with 
the lifestyle of laypeople in that specific time and location, so with 
changing the lifestyles inevitably is changed the form of the city 
particularly due to vehicles. Therefore, this can be observed diversity 
of lifestyle from historical to new development parts of the city. For 
instance, the enclosure in the historical districts are upper than (a=1/1) 
scale due to the cultural background especially privacy, law rate of 
vehicles, community, and boundary. While in the transitional and new 
development parts the enclosure ratio reduces based on redevelopment, 
standardisation, and modernisation. 

Complementing components 

Arches (Sabat): In the case of Arches can be noted this landscape, 
architectural, and decorative forms are only in the historical parts of the 
city as valuable source. The forms of those Arches adapt with the urban 
fabric, indigenous forms, and width of streets and alley for creation of 
territory, microclimate, and embellishment. In opposite, there are not 
original forms of Arches in the transitional part and so only can be 
accounted some structural forms and static elements to make stable the 
walls of alleys and no in new development part at all. 

Trees specifications: trees follow the liner pattern in one side 
of roads to save the micro-climatically comfortable in the physical 
frontage of houses to reduce the hot sun light in summer and more 
light in autumn and winter based on those falling leaf tress species. 
This is adapted by dissert attributes to create efficient sustainability and 
microclimate conditions for passer-by particularly with those trees had 
old age, strong body and leaves, and aesthetical forms. In contrast, in 
transitional and new parts of the city, trees follow the corridor forms 
and take place parallel sides of streets and some alleys, and normally 
planets just as greenery. Nevertheless, specie and typology of trees 
are changed from traditional fruit and aboriginal such as Mulberry, 
Zizyphus, Punica Granatum, and Grape to decorative and forest such 
as Pinus, Platanus, and Ailanthus forms, from historical to transitional 
and development areas. Therefore, form of landscaping in the historical 
area changes from vase, round, and few weeping trees forms into oval, 
pyramid, and columnar. Therefore, this new style of planting changes 
the enclosure and urban landscape. 

Overshadowing: The overshadowing includes an inseparable 

character and role in the landscape of the city regarding branches of 
trees and vines in the courtyards. While, this form cannot be observed 
in transitional and new development areas. In spite of density of trees 
in these areas such as liner and parallel forms, the overshadowing is 
not completed and does not point to enclosure form. This planting just 
is applied in the main streets and alleys as concerning of municipality. 

Conclusion 
Enclosure is a compositional meaningful character in the historical 

area with integration of mass-space proportion, Arches, and tress based 
on hierarchy, proportion, and repeating to create urban landscape 
form with harmony, unity, continuity sense and perception. However, 
enclosure forms of the city has been affected by policies of municipality 
such as expanding of roads, occupying of courtyard, and demolishing 
of houses under umbrella of the redevelopment policies and going 
to lose the historical specifications. Despite of issuing some heritage 
policies in the region, municipality and local government implemented 
own strategies in the historical parts of the city and it challenged all 
historical physical elements, so this condition identifies those policies 
in the country are not effective and efficient. 

Landscape of the historical part of the city exhibited an organic, 
compact, and tight interplay and interrelation between mass and 
space. Therefore, enclosure form constructed unity and harmony 
with emphasising on privacy, tradition, and lifestyle of laypeople in 
the city. Complementing elements have had significance role to form 
historical landscape such as Arches (Sabat), indigenous trees, and 
overshadowing. These elements interplay to form urban enclosure 
landscape based on harmony and variety in proportions, scales, and 
hierarches. As visual quality, greenery have been specific elements of 
the historical part based on integrating courtyard of houses with alley 
and streets to make balance between private and public element to form 
urban landscape. So, in spite of low density of greenery in the urban 
fabric, the landscape perceived completely green based on integration, 
proportion, continuity. 

Integrated manmade and natural components have had an 
undoubted role to form specific landscape and enclosure particularly 
in historical parts of the city. These elements as contextual components 
interplayed together to provide sufficient condition to be more legible, 
characteristic, indigenous, familiar, and introvert. As detail, Arches 
(Sabat) created unique urban landscape with mixing with trees, and 
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landscape are transformed based on deconstruction, deformation, and 
so dehistoricisation. 

The local government are less orientated with the tourism planning 
policies particularly based on the historical places and locations in 
physical also nonphysical aspects. However, they can exhibit this 
heritage part with repairing, renovating, and adapting the historical 
urban landscape aspect for interior visitors as recreational place, and 
for exterior visitors as educational and attractive location. Despite 
of wasting historical areas, there are still opportunities to reorient 
policies on the basis of historical, characteristic, and valuable landscape 
for conserving reminded areas, expanding area to astounding and 
developing new urban landscape in adaptation with urban enclosure 
form as historicisation action plan.
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