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Introduction

Primary cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma tumors o�en arise 
from the overlying epidermis or display an epidermal connection, the 
epidermis will show in-situ component or dysplasia, and the tumors 
will be located more super�cially. In contrast squamous cell carcinoma 
tumors originating from a metastasis lack connection with the epidermis 
and the overlying epidermis will lack an in-situ component or dysplasia 
and they are o�en located in the deeper dermis or subcutaneous fat. 
Once we know that the tumor is a metastatic squamous cell carcinoma, 
the next question we need to address is whether the metastasis is 
originating from the primary head and neck cancer, or is it a nodal 
presentation of a yet unknown primary tumor?

We report a rare presentation of delayed distant metastasis of 
tonsillar squamous cell carcinoma to the temporal scalp, eight years 
a�er the primary tumor was treated and loco-regional control was 
achieved. Comparative immunehistochemical stain and in situ 
hybridization between the current tumor and the previous tumor eight 
years earlier showed similarities.

In light of patients clinical history of previous tonsilar carcinoma, 
combined with the facts that the current tumor has a similar 
morphology as the previous tonsilar tumor, immunohistochemical and 
In-situ hybridization studies (P16 and high risk HPV) of both tumors 
had similar pattern; we felt con�dent concluding that we were dealing 
with a metastasis from the previous tonsil SCC tumor as opposed to a 
metastasis of a yet unknown primary.

�is occurrence highlights the importance for identifying cancer 
stem cell lineage and the need for better methods and tools for testing 
and detection of sub-pathological distant metastases. 

Case Report 

A sixty-�ve year old male was referred to our Otolaryngology clinic 
for follow-up a�er being diagnosed with subcutaneous squamous cell 
carcinoma of the right temporal scalp at an outside facility. 

�e patient was originally diagnosed in 2003 with a 3cm 
keratinizing, moderately to poorly di�erentiated squamous cell 
carcinoma of the le� tonsil, which had spread to the le� neck (Figure 
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