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Introduction
Solar energy technologies have been used since ever and the sun is 

our most important economic energy resource. As a design concern, 
it is time to revive the ancient idea that sunlight and architecture can 
be combined to provide human comfort as well as protection from 
an increasing hostile ambient environment. Passive solar tempered 
domestic or other environments can be autonomous and independent 
from fossil fuel energy grid [1].

As referred by Smith [2], solar radiation is the main source of 
renewable energy. It o�ers a direct source of energy that regulates Earth 
climate and gives us the opportunity to obtain energy from the wind, 
waves, tides and biological sources. Since climate features depend on 
the sun, it is therefore logic to de�ne “solar design” as the techniques 
adopted in buildings to avail those actions.

Novel and more e�ective ways to combine ancestral traditions 
and state of the art technology are being explored for the design of 
architectural and engineering systems that integrate passive and active 
solar features. �e design intent is to satisfy aesthetic needs considering 
both technological and ecological issues. Orr [3] de�ned ecological 
design as the art that reconnected humans with the world where they 
have evolved for millions of years, and considered that to achieve 
such connection there is a need to rediscover the forgotten ancient 
knowledge [4].

In Mediterranean architecture, ancestors applied simple and smart 
strategies to build homes, public places and even entire cities having 
as reference the sun [5]. Sun and wind have inspired many aspects 
of architectural development in the Mediterranean area, from spatial 
distribution to selection of materials to cover illumination, heating 
and cooling necessities [2]. In fact, these have been explored in such 
ways that light, heating and ventilation needs were ful�lled [6]. Other 
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Abstract
Within this paper we describe the design and development of technological innovative modules to be applied 

in architecture cladding. They combine passive solar features like solar protection, solar thermal energy storage, 
ventilated and Trombe wall effects with active solar thermal collectors and photovoltaic systems. The proposed 
solar protection features can also include a biological element, proving support for vertical gardens and shelter 
for small birds. This novel modular system comprises several multifunctional technical parts. A prototype of the 
thermodynamic module was constructed with selected cork, ceramic, glass and copper materials.

commercial thermodynamic systems.

examples can be described. For example, Socrates described that 
Greek houses lost heat as fast as it was collected, due to convective and 
radiation losses through wall openings. Later Romans discovered that 
if the south-facing portico and windows of buildings were covered with 
sheets of mica of glass supported on wooden frames, the solar energy 
passing into the building would be trapped inside causing the internal 
temperature to stay more of less constant into the night [1].

�e geometry of space has also been experimentally explored to 
take advantages of solar incident rays. Rectangularity of buildings and 
cities led to the understanding of how the sun’s energy can be utilized 
to create human comfort in the varying ambient environment and how 
heat and cold can be manipulated by architecture [1].

Architectural solutions that explore sunlight, sun heating and wind 
are more than the sum of ecological engineering, passive systems and 
technologies. Sun and wind in this concept are also exploring renewable 
resources, promoting social, cultural and aesthetic values in straight 
relation with the surrounding environment [7]. �e research of more 
sustainable architecture is an urgent need and is being studied by new 
generation of architects and designers. �e objective of solar design/
architecture is to �nd solutions that are energy e�cient, sustainable 
and aesthetically integrated, respecting also local heritage. �e belief 
that the road to a sustainable future necessarily encompasses the sun is 
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wide spread [3] and has led to the development of a number of hybrid 
systems, integrating passive and active elements.

Arabian culture references in contemporary architecture can be 
seen mostly in Mediterranean countries (for example North of Africa 
and South of Portugal and Spain). �e Institute du Monde Arabe in 
Paris, designed by Jean Nouvel in the 80s, is an example of many that 
makes use of several geometric forms that are frequent in the Arabian 
culture, reinterpreting them into contemporary shapes (Figure 1). �e 
author created mobile diaphragms, similar to those in a camera that 
induce shadow and light e�ects, originating a magical atmosphere. �is 
building is strongly rooted in traditional Arabian architecture.

Interactive facades are determinant elements in solar architecture 
[8] that draw the outside shape of the building, connecting structure 
and installation with the outside environment.

Solar architecture is not limited to isolated interventions such as 
solar thermal collectors on the roof; the conceptual basis must embrace 
local natural resources such as solar, wind and geothermal energy 
sources. Local climate, building location and orientation, building 
volume, interior design and selected materials must also be considered.

It is not possible to speak or write about architecture without 
referring materials. �ere is a diversity of materials that have been 
and are being used in all types of architectural projects. Ceramics 
are natural architectural materials and have enormous potential as 
creative construction materials for sustainable architecture within 
a novel scenario were we need to have in mind the environment of 
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Research Contextualization
Ecological design is the art that connects us as sensitive humans 

that evolved through millions of years in a marvelous world. It is not 
necessary to rebuild this world, but reveal it. We do not need to do 
more research, only rediscover old and forgotten things [3].

In the 90´s, sustainability was a question for specialists, but it has 
converted into a generalized primordial conscious. Climatic changes 
and scarcity of resources has become a central theme of discussion. 
�e occidental societies must reduce in 50% carbon emissions. �e 
construction sector contributes with 40% of carbon emissions and 
consumes 50% of the planet energy and presents enormous challenges 
to architects and designers. As referred by Hutton [4], the question is 
to know how they can contribute and in�uence the way of thinking the 
project.

It is worth considering two choices: reduce passive energy 
consumption through the intelligent project and the active application 
of energetic development technologies or energy generation. �e 
new paradigm has to assess our conception of buildings beyond the 
comprehension of these technologies [4].

�e new generation of more ecological architects and designers 
has been developing new and more e�ective ways to integrate passive 
design and active systems in projects that include traditional ancient 
bio climate features with advanced technologies. Aiming to respond 
to sun forces (together with dynamics of wind, climate, places, season 
cycles and day and night rhythms), those projects treat ecological issues 
and satisfy also our aesthetic aspirations. �e greatest sensation of 
urgency has provoked a new innovative spirit and design explorations 
and experimentation, as well as a bigger compromise to reinforce the 
necessary e�orts for more suitable ecological responses. However, the 
problem has been approached in a perspective to explore new materials, 
new structures and new technologies and never in a perspective 
for recovering cultural heritage which was one of the fundamental 
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ventilation panels of wall, door and window, railings, gate panel and 
stringers. �e motifs were �ora, geometry, Arabic calligraphy and 
cosmic features depicted in two and three dimensional compositions 
either in relief or non-relief forms. Consistency in patterns of motif, 
particularly �ora motifs, results to an establishment of identity to the 
vernacular architecture of north-eastern region of Peninsular Malaysia 
[20].

As previously said, the geometric drawing of the technological 
energy system developed was based on a detailed analysis of the 
Mediterranean most in�uential geometry patterns. �e hexagon was the 
geometry selected and it is considered by El-Said as the most important 
geometric shape of Islamic art [21]. �e hexagon, likewise the square 
and the triangle, is able to completely �ll in the plane without the need 
of any other shape. Considering the hexagon geometry as the basis for 
the technological development of the modular alveolus part, we started 
making and exploring bi-dimensional and three-dimensional sketches, 
manual rendering images and technical and non-technical drawings. 
�e module was called as "alfardon". Within the project, we were not 
concerned with the necessity of creating a new geometry, but mainly 
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�e innovative technological parts are based on a hexagonal-based 
shape with distinct energy and aesthetic functions [19]. �e ventilated 
function (chimney e�ect) is performed with a totally closed ceramic 
module [9]. Vents can be placed on the thermodynamic module at 
the top of the sunspace where the temperature is higher and at the 
bottom where temperatures are lower to induce the chimney e�ect. 
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�e device designed to work as an active thermal element for 
heating domestic water was manufactured. A hexagonal geometry 
prototype with an approximate area of 0.5 m2 [19] was built (Figure 
16) and experimentally tested in vertical standing during one month.

For the simulations of the theoretical model we used TSOL 
Expert 4.5 commercial so�ware. �e alveolar module used within 
the simulations has an explosion area of 1 square meter in an upright 
position (90 degrees with the horizontal plane) and the absorbing 

surface oriented in south direction (azimuth 180 degrees). �e period 
of simulated time was between 15th April 2011 and 15th May, 2011.

�e following parameters of thermal performance were considered:

• E�ective thermal capacity-2.98 kJ/(m2 K) 

• Linear loss coe�cient-4.052 W/(m2 K) 

Figure 10: Thermal passive glass module to perform Trombe and chimney 
functions.
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Figure 11: Organization of the materials for different energy functions.

Figure 12: Simulation of a thermo-active surface built of copper and ceramic 
plus glass modules.

Figure 13: Simulation of a thermo-active surface built of black ceramic with.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: External view of a facade composed with ceramic and solar thermal 
modular and illumination parts.

Figure 15: Internal view of a facade composed with modular parts for inside 
illumination.
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