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Cannabis sativa L., a native plant of Central Asia, is first 
cultivated in Asia and Europe and is now one of the most 
popularly cultivated plants worldwide. In China, hemp 
fiber has been used to produce textiles for the past 6000 
years. 

C. sativa is one of the most valuable agriculturally import- 
ant crops in nature. Although it is widely used to produce 
paper, textiles, building materials, food, and medicine,  
a secondary metabolite, tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), is 
also used to produce well-known drugs. Frequent, long- 
term, selective breeding has produced both hemp fiber 
and medicinal cannabis strains, with medicinal cannabis 
showing promise in effectively treating various diseases 
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