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Abstract

This research addresses a modern-day major topic; sustainability, and although it is in fact a very vast and wide
topic and on every tongue at current times, some aspects of it seem to be left with little exploration in comparison to
the other aspects, such as resource allocation. Mainly, this research will go into the importance of resource allocation
for sustainable development, with emphasis on infrastructure, fnancial, human and information resources, and it
will address topic related questions, questions like: how much effect has resource allocation on sustainable place
promotion? And is it possible to allocate resources on the basis of any priority structure? And most of all, what can
we do in Jordan to improve allocation of resources to achieve the desired integrated and long term development.

The results basically highlight incorporating the public for achieving equitable resource allocation, and
its dependence on concepts of having a priority system not hierarchy for the process of allocation, planning with
objectives and introducing new adaptable global concepts to alleviate the current resource allocation condition in
Jordan.

This research basically recommends that resources should be allocated according to the priorities and objectives
concept, objectives that are predetermined and integrated with a holistic vision of how development should be
in a certain area, facilitated by a proper national agenda. Also, these priorities and objectives should always be
determined according to the locals in the concerned area, and in a way that is environmentally considerate, socially

integrated and economically strengthening.
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greater than 5 million, all but 12 claim to have embarked on some form
of transfer of political power to local units of government" as declared
by the UNDP publications.

Central governments are now allocating more substantial portions
of the national budget to local authorities and donor agencies are more
willing to directly provide support to local authorities. is trend is
coupled with the magni ed interest in the role of NGOs and other
elements of the civil society in providing improved mechanisms for
targeting disadvantaged groups. e private sector is also seen less as
an institution antithetical to public economies and more as a partner
for governments seeking innovative ways to improve service delivery.
It can be argued that all these developments are likely to considerably
enlarge the scope for overcoming some of the major factors that
undermined earlier development e orts and to improve the prospects
for sustaining development initiatives once they have been established.

Decentralization for sustainable human development

Decentralization process in Jordan: During the past few years,
Jordan moved towards a more decentralized scheme and this led to
changes in the multi-layered systems at both the national and local
government levels. One important reason for adapting this new to
Jordan concept is to improve the e ciency and responsiveness to
community development.

is new concept of decentralization is based on the "partial”
transference of deliberative, legislative, executive and administrative
powers to the local governments; this is the case in most areas of the
country except for the Jordan Valley Authority JVA and Agaba Special
Economic Zone Authority ASEZA and a few smaller locations which
happen to have been assigned to a greater level of authority due to
special factors concerning them such as their geographical locations or
economic potentials.

Municipalities or local governments are known to be the engine for
the provision of resources and implementing the central government’s
development decisions in their territories as they are providers of social
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services such as health, education, roads, etc. e responsibility of
equitabledistribution of resources is the municipalities' sole task because
they are closer to local communities’ needs and municipal councils are
elected from their communities. e closeness of these councils to
their local communities makes them realize the needs and aspirations
of their communities better than the central government.  us, these
councils are urged to implement the local policies successfully so that
socioeconomic improvement is felt by local communities [2].

e approach towards decentralization allows for the local
governments, represented in the governorates and the special
authority zones, to insure that the local proli ¢ resources and the
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Awamleh, found that the local service projects depended largely
on self- nancing rather than external nancing resources, while capital
and productive projects relied on the external resources.

One very important nding of Awamleh’s study was that he
noticed a variation between major municipalities and the smaller
municipalities in the individual allocation of resources, the study stated
that the municipal councils received 95% of the external allocation
of capital projects, while village councils received only 5% of capital
projects [12].

Mraiyan in 1988 analyzed the economic disparities among
the governorates of Jordan through studying the budgets of major
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the various areas in the country, because despite the understanding of
government o cials of the equitable distribution of resources, the gap is
still clear between Amman, the capital, and other cities in the country.

One rst step towards this wanted e ciency in Jordan is starting
right at the local level by building the capacity of locals to enable
them to participate in decisions that a ect them, which is something
that people in the country are not really used. A new mentality has
to rise, the mentality of people having an in uence in decisions and
development that a ect their lives.

Building the capacity of the municipalities comes in parallel to
introduce policies that empower locals and systems that are quali ed
to produce proper resource allocation criteria, all this with the
enforcement of the nancial monitoring while the municipalities
implement their plans through checking and validating the resources
allocated and the actual implementation.

As one solution, this research suggests bene ting from the district
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