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the current reYieZ is aimed to summari]e the comprehensiYe information on the potential efforts Eeing made and
achieYements so far on the improYed forage seed production in the countr\� So far different approaches haYe Eeen
applied to meet the need of improYed forage seed production in the countr\� Among these inYolYing different puElic
institutes, seed producing enterprises, priYet sectors, 1*2s¶ and ³farmers´ groups are the maMor one and produced
a large amount of forage seed through different seed s\stem� Besides, deYelopment of improYed Yarieties and
different agronomic practice, capacit\ Euilding in seed technolog\ and indigenous ³germplasms´ collection for Yariet\
deYelopment are also the effort that under tooN and significantl\ enhanced the improYed forage seed production�
Despite these maMor efforts and achieYements, \ears of ZorN haYe shoZed that forage seed production still faced
Zith man\ proElems such as lacN of inadeTuate forage seed research, reliaEle forage seed production, processing
and distriEution schemes, less inYolYement of priYet seed producers, lacN of information on the national demand for
forage seeds, poorl\ deYeloped seed marNeting s\stems, and lacN of financial incentiYes for seed prices� 7herefore,
these proElems need to interYene properl\ in order to enhance future improYed forage seed production in the
countr\�
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Introduction
Seed is one of the most important sources of innovation,

particularly in resource constrained small farm environments. It
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Historically, the emphasis in southern Africa has been on range
management, and research on sown pastures or range reinforcement
and replacement techniques has started only recently in most sub-
Saharan countries. Kenya and Zimbabwe have somewhat longer
experience in replacement techniques. These two countries are also the
only ones with a herbage seed industry strong enough to offer sizeable
quantities of herbage seed on export markets [9]. Africa ranks last for
the three basic seed industry components (cultivar improvement, seed
quality control and production and distribution) and for the two crop
groups reviewed (food and pasture). Kenya and Zimbabwe have
undoubtedly made the greatest progress in the development of sizeable
commercial supplies of improved seed of both food and pasture crops.
Seed related activities are more recent in Ethiopia, Ivory Coast,
Madagascar, Malawi, Nigeria and Zambia.

The formal forage seed system in Ethiopia is underdeveloped due to
lack of technical and business expertise in seed production, processing
and marketing [10]. Lack of a market-driven forage seed industry is
also a key limiting factor to more and better quality seed being
produced and marketed [11]. This paper is therefore, aimed to review
the various efforts







included in the production are Oats, vetch, sesbania, leucaena and tree
Lucerne [14].

Few attempts have been made by public forage seed enterprises such
as Ethiopian Seed Enterprise (ESE) in producing forage seed through
“farmers” based seed production and marketing scheme and obtained
about 18 tons of different forage seeds from 1998-2001 [16]. The
Somali Seed and Forage Enterprise (SSFE) is also one of the main
forage seed producers at the regional level. The SSFE most widely
produces Sudan grass and Alfalfa with the amount of 2000 mt and
1100 mt respectively annually. From 2012-13, the quantity of improved
forage seed produced increased by 22%. The Sidama Seed Enterprise
also produced Rhodes, Napier and Guatemala grasses and has recently
sowed Lablab in the SNNPR at Habela site located near to Hawassa
town in September 2014 [18]. Between 2012 and 2013 the regional
bureau of SNNP produced a total of seven varieties of legumes and
grasses. Key production includes varieties of Alfalfa, Lablab and
Rhodes grass; up to 30 mt of each of variety were produced. Under the
Institute of Agricultural Research, Holeta research Centre engaged in
the production of improved forage seed.

The Centre has produced 213.4 tons of different forage seeds from
2002-2010. Nearly 94% and 5% of total seeds produced were that of
oats and vetches respectively. Perhaps, both forage species are well
adapted to highlands and have high demand by producers. A produced
seed of perennial grasses and some legumes is very small although seed
yield of these species is generally low [16]. Recently forage seed
production is also under taking in higher educational institutions such
as Haromaya University. The University produced a total of 67350 kg
of forage seed in 2008 and 2010 at both Haromaya and Fedis research
sites.

The main forage seeds included in the production are Alfalfa, Oats,
Vetch, Panicum coloratum, Panicum maximum, Chloris gayana,
Cenchrus cilaris, Phalaris spp., Beta vulgaris, Sudan grass, Melilotus
alba and Lablab purprous [24].

Recently, private enterprise and individual forage seed growers are
also involved in the production of forage seeds. The Eden Field Agri-
Seed Enterprise is one of the privet enterprises involved in the
production forage seed. The enterprise produced annually an average
of 150 to 200 mt of forage seeds. The sold amount of forage seed
between 2008 and 2012 is reached about 60 mt to 200 mt. The Gadissa
Gobena Private Farm which is found in Oromia is annually produced 2
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