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Abstract

Background: Reduction of maternal mortality is a global priority particularly in developing countries including
Ethiopia where maternal mortality ratio is one of the highest in the world. The key to reducing maternal mortality ratio
is increasing attendance by skilled health personnel throughout pregnancy and delivery. However, delivery service is
VLIQL,FDQIN\ IRZHU LQ 7LIUDN\ UHILRQ 7KHUHIRUH WKLV VIXG\ DLPHG IR DVVHVV IDFIRUV DIIHFILQJ FKRLFH RI SIDFH RI FKLG ELUIK
among women in Ahferom woreda.

Method: A community based cross-sectional study both quantitative and qualitative method was employed among
458 women of age 15-49 years that experienced child birth and pregnancy in Ahferom woreda, Central zone of Tigray
regional state, Ethiopia from February to October 2013.

OX0iL VIDJH VIUDIL¢ HG VDP SILQJ IHFKQLTXH ZUK 3UREDELILILHY SURSRUILRQDO IR VLJH ZDV XVHG IR VHIHFI IKH VIXG\ VXEIHFIV
IRU TXDQILIDILYH DQG IRFXV JURXS GLVFXVVIRQV )**V IRU IKH TXDIIDILYH VXUYH\ 6IXG\ VXEIHFIV DIDLQ ZHUH VHHFIHG E\
systematic random sampling technique from randomly selected kebelle’s in the Woreda. Data was collected using
VIUXFIXUHG LQIHUYIHZ TXHVILRQQDWH DQG HQWHUHG FIHDQHG DQG DQDINJHG XVIQJ 6336 YHUVIRQ VIDILFDW\ SDFNDJH
software. Descriptive statistics and associations between variables were assessed by using multivariate regression
analysis.

Results: A total of 458 women participated in the quantitative survey. One third of women were age 35 and
above, 118 (25.8%) were aged between 25-29 years. 247 (53.9%) of women were illiterate, 109 (23.8%) get primary
education, only 55 (12%) attend secondary education and above. 58.7% of women choice home as place of birth and
41.3% choice health facilities.

Women whose husbands illiterate were less likely to choice health facility as place of child birth when compared to
ZRPHQ ZKRVH KXVEDQGV ZHUH UHFHLYH VHFRQGDU\ HGXFDILRQ DQG DERYH>$25 &, i

SHJIDUGHVV Rl ZRPHQ KDYIQJ KHDUIK LQIRUPDIRQ ZRPHQ ZKR JHI KHDIK LQIRUPDILRQ DERXH WKH EHQH:N RI
LQVILIXILRQD) GHILYHULHV LQFUHDVH IKH SUREDELLIN RI FKRRVLQJ KHDUIK LQVILIXILRQ ILPHV KLIKHU IKDQ IIKRVH ZKR GLG QRI JHI
KH LQIRUPDILRQ >&25 &, i >$25 &, [

Conclusion and Recommendations: Age of the respondents, women education, husband education, attending
$1& KDYIQJ LQIRUPDILRQ RQ IKH EHQHI RI' KHDIK LQVILIXILRQ GHILYHU\ UHILDQFH RQ WDGLILRQ GLVIDQFH DQG SURYLGHU
DSSURDFK IRZDUG IDERULQJ ZRPHQ ZHUH VLIQL;FDQIl SUHGLFIRUV IRU IKH FKRLFH RI ZRPHQ SIDFH RI FKLG ELK 7KHUHIRUH
government and other responsible bodies should make efforts to increase community based health education,
awareness creation and improve better access to information for women regarding maternal health care services.
Moreover, Tigray regional health bureau in collaboration with the woreda and other stakeholders should provide means
of transport (ambulance) to encourage referral between communities and health care providers.
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