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Introduction
Gourna are various spelling for a group of three closely related 
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where the mud-bricks used for construction are clearly shown and 
revealed. And this beauty, due to varying patterns in an atmosphere 
of simplicity where a monochromatic and natural colour, generates a 
feeling of content and delight.

The simple and monochromatic colour of mud unifies the entire 
village as a single unit. The public units such as the Khan and the 
markets blend with the similarly coloured residential units. It thus 
evokes a feeling of oneness amongst all the structural masses.

Another architectural quality which is that of firmness as explained 
by Vitruvius in his book, Understanding Architecture can thus be 
experienced in this unified built-mass. The entire village closely 
entwined together in a monochromatic style emphasis unity of all 
the built masses. Firmness in the manner in which they depict unity 
can be felt and experienced. Hence, the design and utilization of the 

space incorporates all the three qualities of architecture pointed out by 
Vitruvius. Firmness, commodity and delight are demonstrated in the 
design in various ways of its execution (Figure 6).

Conclusion
1.	 The village of New Gourna has been so designed by Fathy 

that it primarily uses the locally available materials and techniques. 
This fact not only imparts a vernacular character to the place’s 
architecture but also promotes its sustainability, resistance to climatic 
extremities and economy. The living spaces are affordable yet delightful 
and aesthetically pleasant. Moreover, the structures have the ability to 
remain cool during summers and retained heat during winter seasons. 
This property is brought about by the mud bricks which are a very 
useful commodity here. Furthermore, the entire built-form standing 
together and in a monochromatic fashion is a boastful example of 
firmness. 
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Figure  6: Top view of the village of New Gourna (safeguarding project of 
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