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INTRODUCTION

In 2004, the town of Gonaives was struck by poods (Hurricane
Jeanne) which left 2,620 injured, 846 disappeared, 300,000 disaster
victims and over 3,000 dead. Four years later, in 2008, further
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family members killed during the various disasters and other factors.
We then deployed the yrst part of the Clinician Administered PTSD
Scale (CAPS-1) which evaluated the potentially traumatic life events
experienced by the participants (Blake, Weathers, Nagy et al., 1995).

The third section of the questionnaire was based on the Traumatic
Exposure Severity Scale (TESS) T a scale of 24 items developed by
Elal & Slade (2005) in order to evaluate the level, dimensions and
severity of traumatic exposure following an earthquake. It is one
of the most frequently used questionnaires in the wake of natural
disasters (Munson, Davis, Grills-Taquechel et al., 2010). Reliability
coefycients for the TESS have been found to be 0.78 and 0.84 (Elal



going children had an average score of 32.04 (SD = 8.35) on the
scale evaluating symptoms of PTSD while unschooled children had
an average score of 26.86 (SD = 9.40), t (915) = 7.20, p = 0.001.

The analyses also reveal a prevalence of severe PTSD symptoms
of 45.04% with a prevalence of 47.19% for females and 42.04% for
males, X =64.41, p < 0.01. The results therefore reveal no signiycant
differences between boys and girls. Table 2 presents a detailed view
of the results according to the various levels of prevalence of PTSD
symptoms in terms of sociodemographic data.

The analysis of variance reveals that the age factor plays a role
in PTSD symptoms, whereby F (2,914) = 18.72, p<0.001. The
multiple comparison test of averages revealed that the average score
of children and adolescents aged 10 to 13 and those aged 14 to 17
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in the Haitian collective psyche, Gonaives, as the historic seat of
independence, is seen as a place of resistance (Constant, 2003).
Despite the townds socioeconomic condition, there is a certain pride
associated with living in Gonaives, based on the local solidarity
which led to Independence in 1804.

These hypotheses merit further exploration in future research.
However, the results of the present study reveal a number of factors
determining PTSD and social support (the street, age, religion,
education, etc.) and suggest ways forward for the design of solutions
in the yelds of mental health and educating vulnerable young people.

On the other hand, if the results show that variables integrated
into the multiple regression analysis explain 28% of the variance in
PTSD , they also show that it is not the fact of living more of these
events that contains more traumatic load (b=0.04, t=-1.22 , p=0.22).
But the variable that best explains the traumatic load is the degree of
involvement and the level of exposure of subjects in events (6=0.49,
t=13.58, p<0.0001).

However, this study also has some limitations. The yrst concerns
the population. There would have been better to focus on only a child
and adolescent population. The fact that the research was conducted,
for the most part, in schools, we found that there was many students
exceed 20 years. We were obliged to take them into account for
the sake of representativeness. The second limitation concerns the
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