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•	 Search terms included “atrial fibrillation”, “anticoagulant 
therapy”, “warfarin”, “direct oral anticoagulants”, “DOACs”, “stroke 

prevention”, “comparative analysis”, “efficacy”, “safety”, and “clinical 

trials”.

•	 Studies published in English language up to the latest 
available date were included [5].
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Study selection criteria

•	 Randomized controlled trials (RCTs), meta-analyses, 
systematic reviews, and observational studies comparing warfarin and 
DOACs in patients with atrial fibrillation were included.

•	 Studies assessing efficacy, safety, convenience, cost-
effectiveness, and patient-reported outcomes were considered.

•	 Studies with relevant endpoints such as stroke, systemic 
embolism, major bleeding, intracranial hemorrhage, and mortality 
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be inherent biases in observational studies and meta-analyses that 
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