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psychological forms, improvements in the metaphorical design, in 
addition to recurrent and frequent rearrangement of the entire pattern 
of the forms. These forms are responsible for directing and regulating 
the child’s perception throughout different stages of age.

Piaget lay out a hypothesis dealing with the stages the child go 
through to acquire perception of space. Throughout the first phase, 
which occurs when the child is approximately 5 to 9 years old, the child 
starts to comprehend the so called ‘topological l’ relations; nearness, 
segregation, arrangement, surroundings and succession.
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Questionnaire Procedures
The questionnaire and interviews were designed keeping in mind 

these theories spatiality Walsh (2006) theory “differences between age 
groups in relation to the need of children with in play spaces “and 
theories about child psychology, as at all times I had to maintain the 
interest of the child to get maximum response and output from them. 
I had to keep them involved. To do that, it was crucial to know how 
they think. According to Piaget, the child derives stimuli from the 
environment, but for it to derive stimuli it needs to have some constant 
connection when his environment, which is lacking nowadays. I made 
conscious efforts to receive these lost connections. They had to start 
appreciating and become aware of their environment before they could 
make any connections. That was what the study was going to be about: 
to become “aware”. Piaget also theorized that between the ages of 9 
and 13, the child starts understanding and recognizing relationships 
within the physical world. That is why I chose to work with that age 
group. According to Werner these connections are the root for most 
developmental processes. As Lewin believed, it’s a reciprocating two-
way connection where each gains from other. The created connections 
were sources of self-reflection for these children, which lead to concerns 
at a more personal level.

The reason that I chose to work with the age group 11-13 was, as 
Freud believes, that the way a child handles experiences and conflicts 
during his childhood reflected later and affects them when they mature. 
These children were the future of the society and their decisions would 
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be important in some years. Conscious community efforts at this early 
stage in life may become a potential resource in their later years.

The questionnaire was directed to families living in this neighborhood 
and their children.

The children whom had been picked to answer the questionnaire 
and interviewed are familiar with this area, and could identify their 
wishes and needs more specifically.

The children were asked to dream about their neighborhoods 
and state their wishes. They mostly mentioned that they wanted a 
safe place with flowers, trees, and a large football field where they can 
play. A quite place away from traffic was a wish that was encountered 
frequently. The children also mentioned that they wished the, houses 
and the environment would be kept clean, and that no trash would be 
thrown around.

After the “My Dreams and Wishes List”, the children were asked 
about the things they love and hate the most in their neighborhood.. 
The things that the children loved in their neighborhoods were the 
greenery, park, flowers, and trees.. Moreover, the children mentioned 
having many people around, and the social relationships between the 
kids and their families in the neighbor, and the closeness of people to 
one another.

Only households with children under the age of 15 were asked to 
answer the questionnaire. 21 families were picked with their children 
29 adults + 35 child and another 16 children were interviewed alone.

Study findings

In the survey, most of parents who answered the adult questionnaire 
were female (Table 1).

Characteristics of study participants the survey was completed 
by parents of 35 younger children and adolescents, Younger children 
were approximately 8 years old, and older children/adolescents were 
approximately 15 years old at the time the survey was completed 
(Figure 5).

The parents implied that they have private outdoor space attached 
to their houses the most of them lives in apartment attached with 
balcony and few of them lives in independent house with front\back 
yard (Table 2).

Response for the attached outdoor spaces wither is it enough for 
playing or not, was 22% said yes 88% said no.

Children play inside the house is affected by the availably of private 
outdoor Spaces in their houses but it were found that children in the 
neighborhood are playing a lot of time inside their houses and the 
number is increasing for the female child.

Allowing girls to play outside is effected by parental fear; parents 
don’t allow their daughters to play outside due to stranger fear. About 
feeling safe boys feel safe in coming to park alone more than girls 
(Figure 6).

Alhlusain Park – abu Nsuir located in an excellent location where 
many potential users exist. At present however it fails to provide an 
environment that encourages users to visit and stay in the space (Table 3).

According to the results of interviews with parents and children 
groups, it was found that fears over abduction and busy roads mean 
that parents would rather their children took part in indoor, supervised 
activities. However, that would encourage children to have more 'screen 
time' in front of televisions or computers and video games instead of 
going outside and play. That will effect on provides children with 'key 
for life skills'.

Safe, fun environments that allow children to play together give 
children the opportunity to learn how to socialize as well as enjoy 
themselves.

Female 21 72%
Male 8 28%
Total 29 100%

Table 1: Distribution of respondents in the neighbourhood by gender.

Front\ back yard 5 25%
Balcony 14 66%

Roof 2 9%
Don’t have 0 0%

Total 21 100%

Table 2: Distribution of respondents in the neighbourhood according to having 
private outdoor space attached to the house.

Indoor 29 56%
Outdoor 22 44%

Total 51 100%

Table 3: Respondents in the neighbourhood for children who prefers indoor, 
outdoor activities.
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Figure 5: the percent between the age and number of the chosen children. 
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Figure 6: Fear on children depend on gender.
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the outcomes of a planning and designing survey conducted in Abu-
Nsuir targeting children, it was concluded that fundamentally the 
children’s choice of the park where they play and spend time was not 
the park near their homes, usually the children chose the park that is 
situated as far as double the distance compared to the nearest park or 
play area.

References

1. 

https://books.google.co.in/books/about/The_Child_s_Conception_of_Space.html?id=1-Rug7SafrEC&redir_esc=y
http://www.scirp.org/(S(351jmbntvnsjt1aadkposzje))/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferenceID=642908
http://www.scirp.org/(S(351jmbntvnsjt1aadkposzje))/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferenceID=642908
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2005.02.009
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2005.02.009
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2005.02.009
http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/building-child-friendly-cities-framework-action
http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/building-child-friendly-cities-framework-action
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/445/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/445/
http://www.queenrania.jo/en/media/articles/children-city-conference
http://www.colorado.edu/journals/cye/18_2/18_2_07_NeighborhoodDesign.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/journals/cye/18_2/18_2_07_NeighborhoodDesign.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/journals/cye/18_2/18_2_07_NeighborhoodDesign.pdf
https://utpress.utexas.edu/index.php/books/ferchi
https://utpress.utexas.edu/index.php/books/ferchi

	Title
	Corresponding authors
	Abstract 
	Keywords
	Introduction
	Objectives
	Methodology
	Literature Review 
	Introduction
	Child psychology 
	Piaget’s theory 
	Freud’s theory 
	Werner’s theory 
	Kurt Lewin’s theory 
	What do urban children need from their physical environments? 

	Children and the city in the Middle East 
	The conditions of children in Amman 

	Questionnaire Procedures 
	Study findings 

	Conclusions
	Figure 1
	Figure 2
	Figure 3
	Figure 4
	Figure 5
	Figure 6
	Table 1
	Table 2
	Table 3
	References 

