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points. Statistical significance was considered p<0.05. All statistical 
tests were performed using SPSS v.15 (Inc., Chicago, IL, USA).

Results
Treatment modalities

The study cohort comprised a total of 67 patients with a median 
follow up of 35 months. Patient and disease characteristics are detailed 
in Table 1. In 63 patients, 3D-CRT was administered to the primary 
tumour and involved nodes at a mean dose of 68 Gy (range 60-74 
Gy) with 50 Gy to the elective nodal area. The remaining 4 patients 
received IMRT with concomitant boost technique in 30 fractions for a 
total of 66 Gy to the primary tumour and involved nodes and 54 Gy to 
the elective nodal area. The chemotherapy sequence was neoadjuvant 
taxol, platin, and 5-fluorouracil (TPF) followed by cetuximab in 1 
patient and concurrent CRT in 66. Various chemotherapy regimens 
were administered, as follows: cisplatin, 75 mg/m2 every 21 days (45 
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