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Abstract
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majority (87%) had nuclear family and 13% of the respondents had 
joint family [13]. Karuppusamy et al. in their study on socio economic 
and cultural profile of fishermen in Puducherry region reported that 
out of 200 fishermen 130 or 65% people living as a nuclear family 
and 70 or 35% people living as a joint family [14]. Family type is an 
important factor to analyzing socio economic status fishermen. 

Family size: In a study on fisheries status and socio-economic 
conditions of fisher community in Dholi region, Muzaffarpur, Bihar, 
India reported that maximum family belongs to medium family 
Composed of 5 to 6 members, followed by large family which is 
composed of 7 or more numbers. The least number is 26%of small 
family that is composed of 2 to 4 members [15]. Shankar et al. found 
out that 30.66% of the fishermen had a family size of less than 5 and 
69.34% had more than 5 [16]. In a study on socio-economic profile of 
fish farmers of Nizamabad District, Telangana found that the majority 
60% of the farmers belong to the medium family which is between 4-6 
members, 26% of the farmers are belong to the large family which is 
greater than 6 members and 14% of the farmers are belong to less than 
4 members [17]. Family size reflects the availability of family labour 
plays an important role in fish farming.                                                                                                             

Religion and cast: In a study on profile of fishing community of 
the river side villages in West Bengal reported that caste distribution  
showed that about 40.83% are belong to Other Backward Class 
(OBCA&B),36.25% were Schedule Cast (SC), 15.42% were of Scheduled 
Tribe (ST), and only 7.50% were general and in case of religion it was 
found that about 58.75% of respondents were belonged to Hindu, 
37.91% were Muslims and about 3.33% were of others communities 
[18]. Mukesh et al. was studied on profile of socio economic condition of 
fishermen in a village of Chhattisgarh state and reported that majority of 
farmers are found to be practicing Hinduism and no farmer is found to be 
practicing any other religion under that study & in case of cate majority of 
farmers (36.4%) are belong to Kewat, followed by Dhimar (32.7%), Malha 
(22.2%) and Baiga tribe (8.7%). Pandey and Mishra in his study on 
economic feasibility of fish culture in the district Faizabad (U,P) found 
out that 100% of the fishermen are Hindu and they also found that all 
fishermen of that region belongs to Pasi, Kumhar, Rajput caste [19].                                                                                         

House and habitation: In a study of socioeconomic appraisal of 
culture based fishermen in West Bengal described that 59% of the 
fishermen families live in pucca houses in Sankai and Naliapur 41% 
and 75% have adopted inhouse toilet norms by Pachayet led sanitation 
campaign. Gourav et al. in there study on socio-economic status of 
fishermen and different fishing gear used in Beki River, Barpeta, Assam 
found that 96.74% respondents had kaccha ghar and only 3.26% 
respondents had pakka ghar [20]. Vischara had found out that majority 
of the native male fish workers (75% in Versova and 100% in Satpati) 
were found to live in owned houses and remaining were live in rented 
houses [21]. Also majority of the respondent from the native male 
fishermen (nearly 80% - 90%) in both the village were found to have 
small house area where as most of the migrant fish workers (nearly 
60% - 100%) were found to have very small house area. 
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including boat construction (20%), net buying (30%), marriage (5%), 
food and medicine (5%), household construction (35%) [30].  

Livelihood: Carney contemplated a livelihood comprises the 
capabilities, activities and assets (including both material and social 
resources) that contribute to a means of living [31]. Salagrama 
identified the fisheries sector incorporates a diver’s rage of livelihood 
activities, from production and processing to marketing and ancillary 
functions, but many of the people engaged in this activity remained 
unrecognized as fish workers [32, 33].

Conclusion 
From various studies and research on the issue of socioeconomic 

conditions and culture profile of the fishers in different parts of India 
it can be concluded that in general socio economic research in India 
is somewhat developed but there exist a broad range of studies on 
socioeconomic conditions within the region covering from highly 
qualitative to descriptive. Moreover considering these various reviews 
it can also be concluded that for the overall development of the 
socioeconomic and cultural development of the fisher’s scientist and 
policy makers should be more focus on the backward and forward 
linkages development. If all higher authorities of India related fisheries 
deeply thinking about these factors and take necessary steps then the 
socioeconomic conditions of the fishermen will be improved and even 
in one day according to fisheries reproduction in all sectors India will 
reach top of the position in the world.          
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