
Abstract:

Photographic materials have been produced with a variety of chemicals 
and substrates since their advent. In the early years from 1890 through 
1930s nitrate (or nitrocellulose) base was used for cinematographic, 
photographic and micro�lm substrates and we probably all heard 
stories of them being prone to spontaneous combustion. In the 1930s 
and certainly from the 1950s in New Zealand most of the �lm substrates 
were manufactured using a cellulose acetate base, which with homage 


