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Introduction
Clostridium tetani, a ubiquitous soil-dwelling bacterium, produces 

a potent neurotoxin known as tetanus toxin or tetanospasmin. This 
toxin is synthesized as a single chain protein that undergoes proteolytic 
cleavage to yield two polypeptide chains: the light chain (TeNT-LC) 
and the heavy chain (TeNT-HC). While the heavy chain mediates the 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmra020025
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1100524X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1100524X
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2480792/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2480792/
https://journals.asm.org/doi/full/10.1128/JCM.42.5.1940-1946.2004
https://journals.asm.org/doi/full/10.1128/JCM.42.5.1940-1946.2004
https://journals.asm.org/doi/full/10.1128/JCM.42.5.1940-1946.2004


Citation: Abdullah PN (2024) Tetanus Toxin: Understanding the Deadly Neurotoxin. Toxicol Open Access 10: 262.

Page 2 of 2

Volume 10 • Issue 2 • 1000262Toxicol Open Access, an open access journal

5.	

https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/48/1/e6/291721
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/48/1/e6/291721
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(03)00856-9/fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article-abstract/156/2/293/817320
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article-abstract/156/2/293/817320
https://www.nature.com/articles/3700143
https://www.nature.com/articles/3700143
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2395797/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2395797/
https://journals.asm.org/doi/full/10.1128/CDLI.12.7.867-872.2005
https://journals.asm.org/doi/full/10.1128/CDLI.12.7.867-872.2005
https://journals.asm.org/doi/full/10.1128/CDLI.12.7.867-872.2005

	Abstract

