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Introduction
Veno-Arterial extracorporeal (VA ECMO) provides temporary 

mechanical support to the patient with cardiac and/or respiratory 
failure in cases of cardiogenic shock or heart failure [1-3]. VA ECMO 
essentially decreases cardiac work and reduces oxygen consumption 
while providing su�cient organ perfusion. ECMO is a bridge to 
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pressure greater than 65 millimeters Hg should be adequate to 
maintain perfusion pressure. Anesthetic maintenance is achieved with 
total intravenous agents, including sedatives, hypnotics, analgesics, 
and muscle relaxants. Central venous pressure (CVP) monitoring can 
be used as a trend monitor since ECMO �ow rates can a�ect exact 
measurements. In addition, information gained from the pulmonary 
artery catheter is also not reliable since there is minimal blood �ow 
through the lungs while on ECMO. Newer �ow-based hemodynamic 
monitoring devices may be more bene�cial and are currently being 
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