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Abstract
)RUHQVLF�QXUVLQJ��D�XQLTXH�¿HOG� WKDW�EULGJHV�QXUVLQJ�SUDFWLFH�ZLWK� WKH�FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH� V\VWHP��KDV�XQGHUJRQH�

VLJQL¿FDQW�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�VLQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ��7KLV�DUWLFOH�H[SORUHV�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�IRUHQVLF�QXUVLQJ�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�LWV�
KLVWRULFDO� GHYHORSPHQW�� FXUUHQW� SUDFWLFHV�� DQG� IXWXUH�GLUHFWLRQ�䞙唀D�遖��IXWX� WKG�LQ�傅�쀄䀀LQ�傘鼀UDFőēIX��WK�FHQWXULHV�� WKH�¿HOG�KDV�JURZQ�IURP�LQIRUPDO�UROHV� LQ� LQMXU\�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�WR�D�UHFRJQL]HG�VSHFLDOW\�ZLWK�
VWUXFWXUHG�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ��.H\�PLOHVWRQHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�6H[XDO�$VVDXOW�1XUVH�([DPLQHU�
�6$1(��SURJUDP�DQG�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�OLNH�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�)RUHQVLF�1XUVHV�
�,$)1���&XUUHQWO\��IRUHQVLF�QXUVHV�SHUIRUP�FULWLFDO�IXQFWLRQV�VXFK�DV�HYLGHQFH�FROOHFWLRQ��SDWLHQW�DVVHVVPHQW��DQG�OHJDO�
WHVWLPRQ\��ZKLOH�IDFLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�UHODWHG�WR�HPRWLRQDO�VWUHVV��OHJDO�FRPSOH[LWLHV��DQG�WHFKQRORJLFDO�DGYDQFHPHQWV��
)XWXUH� GLUHFWLRQV� IRU� IRUHQVLF� QXUVLQJ� LQFOXGH� WKH� LQWHJUDWLRQ� RI� DGYDQFHG� WHFKQRORJLHV�� HQKDQFHG� LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�
FROODERUDWLRQ��DQG�D�JOREDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�GLYHUVH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�OHJDO�FRQWH[WV��(PSKDVL]LQJ�UHVHDUFK�DQG�HYLGHQFH�
EDVHG�SUDFWLFH�ZLOO�EH�FUXFLDO�IRU�DGGUHVVLQJ�HPHUJLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�RSWLPL]LQJ�WKH�HႇHFWLYHQHVV�RI�IRUHQVLF�QXUVLQJ��
7KLV�UHYLHZ�SURYLGHV�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�¿HOG¶V�WUDMHFWRU\�DQG�RႇHUV�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�LWV�IXWXUH�GHYHORSPHQW�
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Introduction
Forensic nursing represents a specialized intersection of healthcare 

and the legal system, addressing the needs of individuals who have 
experienced violence, abuse, or trauma. This emerging field combines 
the principles of nursing with forensic science to offer comprehensive 
care to victims while also contributing to legal investigations and 
proceedings. As society’s understanding of violence and its impact on 
health has evolved, so too has the role of forensic nursing, which has 
grown from a nascent concept into a well-defined specialty [1].

The roots of forensic nursing can be traced back to the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, when nurses began documenting injuries and 
providing care for victims of violence. The formal establishment of the 
field occurred in the 1970s and 1980s, driven by increasing recognition 
of the need for specialized care for survivors of sexual assault and 
domestic violence [2]. Pioneering programs, such as the Sexual Assault 
Nurse Examiner (SANE) program, marked a significant advancement 
by introducing structured training and certification for forensic 
nurses. The formation of professional organizations, including the 
International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN), further solidified 
forensic nursing’s role within both the healthcare and legal systems.

Today, forensic nurses are integral to the multidisciplinary approach 
to managing cases of violence and abuse. Their responsibilities extend 
beyond traditional nursing care to include evidence collection, detailed 
documentation, and providing expert testimony in court. Despite 
these advancements, forensic nursing faces ongoing challenges, such 
as managing the emotional toll of the work, navigating complex legal 
environments, and adapting to rapid technological changes [3].

Looking ahead, the field of forensic nursing stands at a pivotal 
juncture. Technological advancements offer new opportunities for 
evidence collection and case management, while interdisciplinary 
collaboration promises to enhance the effectiveness of forensic 
investigations [4]. Furthermore, a global perspective is increasingly 
important as forensic nursing practices continue to evolve in diverse 
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䝲潷瑨⁡湤⁲散潧湩瑩潮 In the 1990s and early 2000s, forensic 
nursing gained wider recognition as a distinct specialty. Professional 

organizations, such as the International Association of Forensic Nurses 

(IAFN), were established to support the field, provide certification, and 

advocate for policy changes. The integration of forensic nursing into 

broader healthcare and criminal justice systems further solidified its role.
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