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Abstract

JRUHQVLF QXUVIQJ D XQLTXH ¢HIG IKDI EUGJIHV QXUVLQJ SUDFILFH ZUK IKH FULPLQDO IXVILFH VAVIHP KDV XQGHUJRQH
VLIQL; FDQN IUDQVIRUPDILRQ VIQFH LIV LQFHSILRQ 7KLV DUILFH H[SIRUHV IKH HYRIXILRQ RI IRUHQVLF QXUVLQJ EN\ H[DPLQLQJ LV
KIVIRUFD) GHYHIRSPHQI FXWHQI SUDFILFHV DQG IXIXUH GLUHFILRQ D IXIX WKG LQ 1Q UDF6 & IX
VIUXFIXUHG IUDLQLQJI DQG FHUILFDILRQ - H\ PUHWIRQHV LQFIXGH IIKH HVIDELLVKPHQI RI IKH 6H[XD0 $VVDXII 1XUWH ([DPLQHU
6%$1 ( SURJUDP DQG IKH IRUPDILRQ RI SURIHVVIRQD! RUIDQL]DILRQV OINH KH ,QIHUQDILRQDI $VVRFLDILRQ RI )RUHQVLF 1XUVHV

$)1  &XUWHQIN\ IRUHQVLF QXUVHV SHUIRUP FULILFDO IXQFILRQV VXFK DV HYIGHQFH FRUHFILRQ SDILHQN DVVHVVPHQI DQG (HJDO
THVILPRQ\ ZKLH IDFLQJ FKDIHQJHV UHIDIHG IR HPRILRQD! VIUHVV (HID) FRPSIH[LLHY DQG HFKQRIRJLFDI DGYDQFHPHQIV
JXIXUH GWHFILRQV IRV IRUHQVLF QXUVLQJ LQFIXGH IKH LQIHIUDILRQ RI DGYDQFHG WHFKQRIRJIHV HQKDQFHG LQIUHUGLVFLSILQDU\
FRUDERUDILRQ DQG D JIREDI SHWSHFILYH RQ GLYHUVH FXWXUD0 DQG (HJIDI FRQIH[IV (PSKDVL]LQJ UHVHDUFK DQG HYLGHQFH
EDVHG SUDFILFH ZL0) EH FUXFLD) IRU DGGUHVVLQJ HPHUJLQJ FKDNHQJHV DQG RSILPLJLQJ IKH H HFILYHQHVV RI IRUHQVLF QXUVLIQJ
7KLV UHYIHZ SURYLGHV D FRPSUHKHQVLYH RYHUYLHZ RIIKH ¢ HIGSV IUDIHFIRU\ DQG R HUV LQVLIKIV LQIR LIV IXIXUH GHYHIRSPHQH

K FHQUXUHV WKH ¢H
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Introduction

Forensic nursing represents a specialized intersection of healthcare
and the legal system, addressing the needs of individuals who have
experienced violence, abuse, or trauma.  is emerging eld combines
the principles of nursing with forensic science to o er comprehensive
care to victims while also contributing to legal investigations and
proceedings. As society’s understanding of violence and its impact on
health has evolved, so too has the role of forensic nursing, which has
grown from a nascent concept into a well-de ned specialty [1].

e roots of forensic nursing can be traced back to the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, when nurses began documenting injuries and
providing care for victims of violence. e formal establishment of the

eld occurred in the 1970s and 1980s, driven by increasing recognition
of the need for specialized care for survivors of sexual assault and
domestic violence [2]. Pioneering programs, such as the Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner (SANE) program, marked a signi cant advancement
by introducing structured training and certi cation for forensic
nurses. e formation of professional organizations, including the
International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN), further solidi ed
forensic nursing’s role within both the healthcare and legal systems.

Today, forensic nursesare integral to the multidisciplinary approach
to managing cases of violence and abuse. eir responsibilities extend
beyond traditional nursing care to include evidence collection, detailed
documentation, and providing expert testimony in court. Despite
these advancements, forensic nursing faces ongoing challenges, such
as managing the emotional toll of the work, navigating complex legal
environments, and adapting to rapid technological changes [3].

Looking ahead, the eld of forensic nursing stands at a pivotal
juncture. Technological advancements o er new opportunities for
evidence collection and case management, while interdisciplinary
collaboration promises to enhance the e ectiveness of forensic
investigations [4]. Furthermore, a global perspective is increasingly
important as forensic nursing practices continue to evolve in diverse
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In the 1990s and early 2000s, forensic
nursing gained wider recognition as a distinct specialty. Professional
organizations, such as the International Association of Forensic Nurses
(IAFN), were established to support the eld, provide certi cation, and
advocate for policy changes.

e integration of forensic nursing into

broader healthcare and criminal justice systems further solidi ed its role.
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