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Abstract
Cervical cancer is a major public health concern, particularly in low- and middle-income countries where screening 

programs are less accessible. The Papanicolaou (Pap) test has been instrumental in reducing the incidence and 
mortality of cervical cancer worldwide. Abnormal Pap test results serve as an early warning system, enabling timely 
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reducing the progression to invasive cancer. However, disparities in 
access and utilization of Pap testing highlight the need for targeted 
public health efforts to ensure equitable screening services. By 
addressing these challenges and integrating advancements like HPV 
testing, we can enhance cervical cancer prevention and move closer to 
eradicating this preventable disease.
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