


With the pressing trend of global population aging, and the current
poor understanding of the fundamental etiological/pathogenic basis
and short of preventive/therapeutic options for AD, the academic
community, administration branches and scientiZc funding bodies
over the world are obligated to combine eworts in order to confronting
the challenge of this disease to human health. Apart from studies
governed by major “mainstream” hypotheses, basic, translational and
clinical investigations should be broadened to explore additional
aspects of the disease development and mechanism. Novel
pathological, biochemical, genetic and “omics” data from human
brains and bioZuids could provide great implications for
understanding the disease. Conceptual interrogation on the existing
hypotheses of the disease may lead to new strategic directions in basic
and translation research.

Overall, with the broad topics as covered above and optionally
broader, we hope to bring in novel original research discoveries, new
concept and ideas, and expert opinions on Alzheimer’s disease and its
diagnosis to this special issue, which, with its publication, may serve an
impressive reference for readers in the AD research community in the
coming years.
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