A high pretein dict appears linked te kidney disease and shertened
lifespans fer <aptive pelar bears, a relatienship similarly suspected in
humans.

The paper takes careful leek at what zees have fed pelar bears
revealing they mestly erffered a diet intended for big <ats, centaining
abeut 2-3 paits pretein te 1-pait fat, a reversal frem what was ebserved
in the wild.

"Zees made seme assumptiens in the past abeut the nutritienal
requirements of pelar bears because their diet is almest exclusively

animals”. "But, unlike cats, they de net need and cannet telerate high
pretein.”

elar bears feed almest selely en seals and are classified as
carniveres. But recent research has demenstrated that pelar bears, like
ether bears, have nutritien and physielegy mere clesely aligned with
primates, including humans.

It shewed wild pelar bears preferentially censume a diet that is 2
patts fat te 1 pait pretein which keeps their pretein levels within the
lew range of their requirements. "Altheugh we knew that pelar bears
selected for the blubber of their prey, this was the first time we were
able te quantify hew much fat they were actually censuming”. " hen
it comes te feeding pelar bears, the general mindset has been fhaWhey
are carniveres. e ene has really been paying attentien te the ameunt

emnivereus spb.ries.

hen captive bears were erfered ble<ks ef pure lard and blecks
of h}%’h prefein meat, they preferentially chese the same 1atie of fat te
pretein as they nermally censume in the wild.

Careful examinatien ef captive pelar bear death recerds of beth
sexes shewed clearly that the mest commen <ause of death was kidney
disease. Bears dying with kidney disease died lg years earlier than bears
that did net smfer kidney disease. Liver disease and cancer were the
secend mest cemmen <auses of death.

f ever wild bears examined, the team feund ne evidence of
liver or kidney disease.

"A slate of early deaths acress sexes that is limited te twe majer
ergans 1aised several red flags fer us," said 1esearcher, whe has
researched beth grizzly and pelar bear nutritien fer mere than 35 years.

The researchers prepese that zees adept this feed er ether
alternatives that mimic the fat-pretein ratie feund in the wild fer
captive pelar bears, while carefully menitering the new regime te see if
it impreves the bears' health and lengevity.
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