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and department chairs of Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME) accredited OB/GYN residency programs in the 
United States were emailed in December 2013 and January 2014 and 
asked for their participation in the study. Specifically, the program 
directors and department chairs were asked to forward the email with 
attached survey to the OB/GYN residents at their institution. Two 
subsequent reminder emails were sent out. Residents were alerted that 
the survey was anonymous and voluntary. Data analysis was performed 
using STATA version 12 (StataCorp, College Station TX). Descriptive 
statistics were computed for primary analysis. Additionally, responses 
to knowledge questions were compared between the groups who 
received didactics versus those who did not receive didactics using chi-
square tests. Significance was evaluated at 𝑝 < 0.05. 3 [3]. 

Results
The department chairs and program directors for 237 OB/GYN 

residency programs across the United States were contacted via email. 
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making it impossible to calculate a true response rate. If every resident 
received the survey, then our response rate is very low, and therefore 
no firm conclusions can be ascertained. Moreover, this survey may be 
limited by self-selection bias. Respondents may have had particular 
interest in the subject, or other motivation for completing the survey, 
and therefore may not be a representative sample. Furthermore, since 
the pneumococcal vaccine is currently recommended only for high-risk 
patients, residents in a general OB/GYN clinic may not care for the high-
risk population who would benefit from this vaccine. A better group 
to survey may be maternal-fetal medicine fellows and practitioners, 
who regularly work with pregnant patients for whom this vaccine is 
recommended. 5. Conclusions Despite the limitations, this survey 
provokes the question of whether our OB/GYN residents are receiving 
the correct information about pneumococcal vaccination in pregnancy. 
Our results suggest that OB/GYN residents are taught about vaccines 
and have ready access to vaccine guidelines and safety data. However, 
knowledge of indications for pneumococcal vaccination in pregnancy 
is lacking. Likely, the opportunity to vaccinate at-risk pregnant patients 
is being missed. Future studies should investigate this further, and 
greater work needs to be placed on educating our residents and other 
obstetric providers about maternal pneumococcal vaccination so that 
we can ensure the best care for our patients. Disclosure Source of the 
work was obstetrics and gynecology residents in ACGME accredited 
OB/GYN residency programs in the United States [11, 12].
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