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Introduction
Such models were derived from studies of animals with a thin 

visceral membrane, in which the blood supply originates from branches 
of the pulmonary arteries. Later, it was found that in some other 
mammals, including man, the visceral pleura is considerably thicker 
and the blood supply is from the systemic circulation. This means that 
once the fluid enters the pleura space, there is no clear local pressure 
gradient to explain its further distribution [1]. Thus, pressure models 
in man fall short in explaining the existence of a constant physiological 
amount of fluid in the pleura cavity and also, they do not give a clue as to 
the further fate of the fluid. In other words, volume control mechanisms 
need to be involved in addition to pressures. Today, we know that 
under normal conditions in humans, the physiological pleura fluid is 
formed in apical parts of the parietal pleura and is drained by lymphatic 
stomata which seem to be exclusively found on the parietal side and 
are most numerous in mediastina and diaphragmatic areas [2]. Thus, 
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