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http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/health, loss of biodiversity, loss of resilience in ecosystems, livelihood security for the poor. It is estimated that the country’s population will increase to about 1.26 billion by the year 2016. �e projected population indicates that India will be the �rst most populous country in the world and China will be ranking second in the year 2050. India having 18% of the world's population on 2.4% of world's total area has greatly increased the pressure on its natural resources. Water shortages, soil exhaustion and erosion, deforestation, air and water pollution a�icts many areas.�e condition of the environment is a worldwide issue [1]. Air and water pollution do not recognize borders; poor soil 
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example, some environmentalists believe that the religious traditions 
of India promote ecologically friendly values, including vegetarianism 
and a moderate use of resources. �ey also prefer traditional 
agricultural methods, which do not rely on pesticides and chemical 
fertilizers and therefore do not cause groundwater pollution. Frances 
Cairncross, a senior editor at the Economist, is among those who argue 
that if industry is to be relied upon, it should be as environmentally 
advanced as possible: “Industry in the developing countries has a 
special opportunity. Because it is making new, ‘Green�eld’ investments 
[investing in undeveloped and o�en unpolluted land], it can leap a 
stage and go straight to the best modern practice”. 

As noted earlier, the Kyoto global warming agreement reveals the 
di�culty of �nding universal solutions to environmental problems. 
Developing nations would not consider even voluntary participation 
in emission reduction, arguing that such measures would impede 
their e�orts to improve their economies and industries. Even within 
developed nations, the response to the treaty has varied. In June 1998, 
the European Union reached an agreement that will reduce their 
greenhouse gas emissions by 8%. However, many people in the United 
States have more negative attitudes toward the agreement; they assert 
that achieving the reduced emission levels could hurt the nation’s 
economy. For example, some American analysts contend, companies 
might move their plants to developing nations, causing job losses in the 
United States. Moreover, they argue, emission controls could cause U.S. 
oil and gas prices to rise. Although the Clinton administration played 
a key role in reaching an agreement in Kyoto, President Bill Clinton is 
among those who believe developing countries need to limit their own 
greenhouse gases before the United States can ratify the treaty. Without 
the participation of the United States-the world’s leading polluter- 
the treaty might not succeed. As the Kyoto controversy suggests, 
international agreement over solutions to global environmental 
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models are uncertain and subject to revision, there can be little 
doubt in a qualitative sense that the increased and still-increasing 
concentrations of radiatively active gases in the atmosphere will result 
in signi�cant climate change of some sort. Under the IPCC "Business 
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and Hung, 2005) and we have far greater potential to understand 
our interconnectedness across scales, in both biophysical and socio-
economic terms, which as Ri�in (2009) suggests may cultivate increased 
empathy. But it is perhaps at the interface between individual and 
collective perceptions and action that research has progressed the least 
but where there is the greatest potential to address the challenges we 
understand so well. Interdisciplinary research on global environmental 
change must engage further with psychological and behavioral sciences 
and ethics to understand motivation and behavioral change in its 
socio-economic and political context and the forms of institutions and 
governance that can foster new technologies and ideas of progress.

Environmental issues at global level
• Depletion of natural resources 
• Water pollution
• Air pollution
• Ground water pollution 
• Toxic chemicals & soil pollution
• Ozone layer depletion 
• Global warming
• Loss of bio-diversity
• Extinction of wildlife and loss of natural habitat
• Nuclear wastes and radiation issues

Global environmental issues list
If asked what are the global environmental issues that the planet 

faces today, most people out there wouldn't be able to go beyond global 
warming and energy crisis. �ese people are not aware of the fact that 
there are several other issues of global concern, each of which is equally 
hazardous. More importantly, all these issues are related with each 
other by some or the other way, and hence, tackling them one by one 
has just become di�cult.

Climate change: Climate change has become more than obvious 
over the past decade, with nine years of the decade making it to the list 
of hottest years the planet has ever witnessed. �e rise in temperature 
has also ensured that the equations on the planet have gone for a toss. 
Some of the most obvious signs of this include irregularities in weather, 
frequent storms, melting glaciers, rising levels of sea etc. Going by the 
prevailing conditions, it is not di�cult to anticipate that the planet is 
heading for a dramatic climate change, some wherein, near, future.

Conservation of species: Yet another global environmental 
issue, species conservation basically deals with conservation of �ora 
and fauna, in order to curb the extinction of species. Extinction of a 
single species of plant or animal results in a dramatic imbalance in the 
ecosystem, as a number of other species dependent on it directly or 
indirectly are also a�ected. Over the last century or so, several plants 
and animal species have become extinct thus resulting in a major loss 
for the biodiversity of the planet.

Energy crisis: �e fact that we are largely dependent on fossil fuels 
for our energy requirements has made us signi�cantly vulnerable to 
severe energy crisis. �ough, quite a few renewable energy sources 
have been identi�ed, none of them have been promising enough when 
it comes to replacement of fossil fuels as the major source of energy 
for mankind. Attempts to tap the full potential of these sources are in 
progress, and our future by and large depends on these attempts, as 
fossil fuels are on the verge of exhaustion.

Exploitation of natural resources: Our greed for more has le� us 
empty handed in terms of natural resources in several parts of the world. 

Several human activities, including the likes of mining, agriculture, 
�shing etc., has resulted in drastic degradation of our natural resources. 
While mining and agriculture have triggered large-scale deforestation, 
over �shing has only resulted in the reduction of population of marine 
creatures inhabiting the planet. If the trends continue, we are bound to 
exhaust those natural resources on which we are dependent, and thus 
dig our own graves.

Land degradation: Land pollution, owing to human activities, 
and deserti�cation, due to loss of vegetation has le� the surface of the 
planet unsuitable for human use. Land degradation can be attributed 
to the fact that we have become too laid-back in terms preservation 
of the nature. Improper soil use, haphazard waste disposal, large-scale 
deforestation and other such human activities harmful for nature are 
on the rise, something which is invariably taking a toll on our natural 
surroundings.

Land use: Global environmental problems pertaining to the land 
are not just restricted to haphazard waste disposal or large-scale 
deforestation, but also to improper use of land. Natural environment 
is being destructed to make way for urban sprawl, which is indirectly 
resulting in loss of habitat for several species. Fragmentation of land 
owing to construction is also a major factor when it comes to improper 
land use. All these factors together result in several problems, including 
soil erosion, degradation of land and deserti�cation.

Nuclear issues: Nuclear power does have high potential, but 
the problems associated with it are no less. Radioactive waste from 
nuclear power plants is one of the major problems we are likely to face, 
especially if safety regulations are not followed properly. Chernobyl 
tragedy has set an example of how nuclear waste can lead to disaster for 
mankind, and no one would like to see another Chernobyl happening. 
It doesn't end here as the threat of some nation diverting its nuclear 
power to produce nuclear arsenal is always looming over the mankind. 
And it won't take an Einstein to imagine the amount of damage these 
nuclear weapons would cause.

Overpopulation: Yet another major global environmental issue 
is overpopulation. As the population of world continues to soar at an 
alarming rate, the pressure on the resources of the planet is increasing. 
�ese problems associated with overpopulation range from food and 
water crisis to lack of space for natural burial. Overpopulation also 
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from our homes. With limited area available on the planet, and most 
of it being inhabited by us, we are le� with no space to dispose this 
waste. �e rate at which this waste is produced is far more than the rate 
at which it is being treated, and this just results in piling up of waste, 
which eventually pollutes the environment.

�ese were some of the major global environmental issues and 
problems which have been threatening the planet for quite some time 
now. However, the environmental issues the planet faces today are not 
just restricted to the list given above. Several issues, including problems 
due omg2<</Mvnestuincludid68h 52giv.ant4 eaeneticnt4 epollutludant4 enanotoxicologyant4 eetc.ant4 eare 
surfacing every other day, thus making the list of global environmental 
issues longer with time. If we don't start attending to these issues one 
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�ooding and droughts are likely to increase, as will the vulnerability of 
local communities in the absence of strong concerted action. Climate 
change is not just a distant future threat [8]. It is the main driver behind 
rising humanitarian needs and we are seeing its impact. �e number of 
people a�ected and the damages in�icted by extreme weather has been 
unprecedented. Unless we can reduce the amount of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere to 350 parts per million, we will cause huge and 
irreversible damage to the earth. (350.org) 

Global Warming
Global warming is the unusually rapid increase in Earth’s average 

surface temperature over the past century primarily due to the 
greenhouse gases released by people burning fossil fuels. Archaeological 
sites and some buildings have survived at least two periods of global 
warming and intervening cold periods. With international scienti�c 
evidence mounting and the reliability of future climate predictions 
increasing. Heritage commissioned research to gather evidence on 
climate change as a possible cause of environmental instability of 
cultural heritage and to inform present and future planning (Figure 1). 

Roles of WWF to Protect from Global Warming
WWF-India is one of the largest conservation organizations 

engaged in wildlife and nature conservation in the country. A part of 
WWF International, the organization has made its presence felt through 
a sustained e�ort not only towards nature and wildlife conservation, 
but sensitizing people by creating awareness through capacity building 
and environ-legal activism. A challenging, constructive, science-based 
organization WWF addresses issues like the survival of species and 
habitats, climate change and environmental education.

Some Facts and Figures about Global Warming
According to the report of WTO International Organization 2007 
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the current time, these phenomena are being investigated separately, 
yet the case can and should be made that these things are happening 
concurrently and there are many instances where interactions 
are possible as well as likely. �us, a more global view is required, 
particularly with regard to the science, but also with regard to policy. 
�ese phenomena are not occurring independently, and to analyze 
them and try to develop responses to them as though they were seems 
an exercise designed to fall short of the optimum solution. Although 
it is sometimes helpful to divide a problem into components in order 
to analyze what contributions are made by the various pieces, at some 
point the analyst has to reassemble the parts and look for the sum of the 
e�ects. �is has not yet been done in the public health arena regarding 
global climate change, and there is very little evidence that it is being 
done in other important areas such as agriculture and natural resources. 
At last, global warming can be dealt with only through international 
agreement. �e context is one of game theory, and the stressing need 
is to design incentive systems for global cooperation. �e Montreal 
protocol on ozone may be an ine�ective guide to the prospects for a 
greenhouse agreement. �e most urgent need is to develop appropriate 
policy instruments and compensatory mechanisms for the best results. 
�e growing recognition that greenhouse gas reductions are not the 
only option we have to slow and ultimately reverse global warming. 
Restoring and expanding global forests can also cool the planet.
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